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SUBJECT: BACK STAGE JORDANIAN EFFORT TO REGAIN ICATU MEMBERSHIP 

1. JORDANIAN DIRECTOR OF LABOR HISHAM TAAHIR DISCLOSED 
TO REGIONAL LABATT AND EMBOFF THAT OFFICIAL EFFORTS 
ARE UNDERWAY TO ENABLE JORDANIAN FEDERATION OF TRADE 
UNION(JFTU) TO RESUME MEMBERSHIP IN INTERNATIONAL 
CONFEDERATION OF ARAB TRADE UNIONS (ICATU) HE SAID 
THAT DR TAYEB AL JUDAYRI, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF ARAB 
LABOR ORGANIZATION HAD PROMISED TO INTERCEDE WITH 
SYRIANS WHO HAVE HITHERTO RECOGNIZED SMALL GROUP OF 
JORDANIAN TRADE UNIONISTS LIVING IN DAMASCUS AS 
"LEGITIMATE" JFTU AND RIGHTFUL OCCUPANTS OF JORDANIAN 
SEAT IN ICATU. TAAHIR WENT ON TO HINT THAT PM RIFAI 
"WHO HAD BEEN FULLY BRIEFED ON SUBJECT BY LABOR 
MINISTRY", MAY ALSO HAVE RAISED MATTER WITH SYRIAN 
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DAMASCUS. TAAHIR CONCLUDED ON OPTIMISTIC NOTE, FORE- 
SEEING THAT PRINCIPALS IN RUMP GROUPING IN DAMASCUS 
MIGHT WELL BE EXPELLED BY SYRIAN AUTHORITIES IN NEXT 
MONTH OR SO, THEREBY OPENING WAY FOR JFTU LEADERS WHO 
WIN JORDANIAN LABOR UNIONS UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN JANUARY 
1976 TO RE OCCUPY JORDANIAN CHAIR AT NEXT ICATU CONGRESS 
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 1976 IN CAIRO. 

2. COMMENT: ICATU MEMBERSHIP HAS LONG BEEN ISSUE OF 
PRINCIPAL FOR JORDANIAN TRADE UNIONISTS AND GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS. JFTU WAS FOUNDING MEMBER OF ICATU IN 1956 

AND WAS MORE OR LESS ACTIVE PARTICIPANT UNTIL 1970 
WHEN RUMP UNIONISTS, WITH CONNIVANCE OF SYRIANS 
PALESTINIANS, SOUTH YEMINIS, IRAQIS AND OTHER LEFTISTS 
AFFILIATES OF ICATU, SUPPLANTED JORDANIANS IN ORGANI 
ZATION. AS RESULT JORDANIAN TRADE 

UNIONISTS FOUND THEMSELVES IN LONELY ISOLATION FROM 
MOST OTHER ARAB LABOR MOVEMENTS. 

3. JORDANIAN SYRIAN RAPPROCHMENT HAS EVIDENTLY 
LED JORDANIANS TO TEST GOODWILL OF DAMASCUS IN 
EFFORT TO BREAK OUT OF JORDAN S FIVE YEAR COCOON ON 
REGIONAL LABOR SCENE. SHOULD THEY SUCCEED HOWEVER 
THEY WILL LIKELY FIND MUCH EMPTY RHETORIC AND LITTLE 
OF SUBSTANCE IN ICATU EXCEPT THEIR SEAT AND THE OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO RUB SHOULDERS ONCE MORE WITH ARAB LABOR 
BROTHERS. SUCH REACCEPTANCE NONETHELESS IS 
IMPORTANT TO GOJ'S FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES AND 

OF COURSE TO JORDANIANS LABOR LEADERS, OWN POSITIONS 
WITHIN JORDAN AND LARGER ARAB LABOR MOVEMENTS. 
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